
,

The lndependent r\l( )N l)A) , AlI(;l)S'l'1.1..:l)Ill

t\l()NDAY, /\t l,

The author here makes a case for preseruing the existing
quota in Government jobs for the backward districts-
especially those in the Nodhern region. Already a recent
World Bank report has driven home skewed inter-region-
al development in Bangladesh.

RemoYal of district quota will
worsen regional disparities

I)R. }I. AT,IZTJR RAI1MAN

}IllE nrxirl obje(lrve o[
I erononrrc rlrtcloomcnt in
I Bargladcsh is to iradicate

poverty through increasing and
distribuling thr national
incorne. liradicrtion o[ poverry
turd kcrpin8 pdces o[ neces-
slr-io undcr co trol are very
!Ir(ll imporlu)l in this regard.
ll it inrPortilrl lo crealf
crlpkryment opporlunil)!
ircreasirg it]Co lc :urd propcr
ntili/-:..lion, hrioll tt pricei of
(:'srnlials wilhin general
pcoplcs reach iurd Ihus lemort
public sullcrirrg. llangladesh is
alft<ted by prohl'nrs likr over-
p()lnllalion ard povrrty. So il is

irnpcr.rtive lo r('nn,ve pot(rlv
f()r the d('!('loprnclrt of
l]lrnBlxdesh. l)r(.\crlly dislricl
qu()tlr is orle {)[ lhr issue drxt
hlve been corridcr(d ft)r
rcru()\'inli Ix)vrn\r If Nt ltlx)\'c
thi\ quola, it *'oultl lpPcat ils
sornerlring suir'itl;tl.

l3argladrsh lus p:rsscd $rcc
rlt,c'.tdcs aftt,r lil)rrltlion. tunollB
7 s crores popnlltr0r in post lih.
(I;ltioo prri(xl lborrt i crorts
\\(,rir poot Al pr(scnt lhc
nrunhtr of the ptror h:l strxrd (r

k) I crores. In ollcr words xl a

lcriod o[ 39 vt'ani thr nuntkr of
porrr peoplc h:rs also doubled
proportiorutclt \rirh thc rctll
pr)l)ulation. turxnrg lh(:'c 6 lo ]
crores pcoplt xt lcasl olrc third
sluuld be txkrl und(r rationing
r\rt(.ru which is rrxlly x diflicult
lxsk

'lhe .ronorric coudilion of
tven' one of (l'I (lisnids i,r
Itx,riladesh is not dre samc.
'lhr existing quoh systenr pro-
p(,rrionate k) nopulxlior which
i\ l{)0,/0 is ol clough lo
rr (,ve diicriorinirtioll in(l
lxrlr:rty espcidly ilr l"orthcrn
(lislricls. Thc .casorr is lh;rl
fuc;rLrse o[ croskrr o[ Padnra
xDd J4nruna irnrlllr('ir hrunch(l\
alrl ll the sanrc linr. (luo to
flrxxl the dantegt, ol' rrops h*
bccome a legular phenonrc'
n{)n. In lhe northem districts of
Rargpur, Kurigram,
Nitrramarv. (;:rihandha pcoplc
carr hardly alirrd h{o square
me.rls becarrsc of lack <lf food,
employrnent aml almve all
lx{;nrsc of lxck of pLrrchasing

lmwcr. ln l.hir \illl,rti(rr thc Bov.
crnnrent has rltchrerl tlrr'
:rhi,!(' rm:|rli{rr|(11 (li\lri( 15 a\
nrorrg;r-striken lnrl taken

lilrious programmes for
renroving poverty. Despite lhat
dre economit development in
these areas is not up to fte
nrark. Again Padma aad
llrammaputra washed away
greater Mymensin8h and so
many olher dlstricts which
should b€ brought under quota
system xnd various devebp-

mediocre districts arc l(rlshtia,

Jessore and Khulna. These
distdcts arc considerably
developed because crop are
not ihal rnuch danraged by
natural disasleni over there. On
the other hantl most pmple of
Sylhet and Chittagoog are well-
ofl. Many people fiere are Bood
business man and working

quota system rnd th( olh(r
di$ricts will l)c deprived of
opportunilies- lt is not all
total devclopment ofthe conntla
providin8 hcnefit to fer di$ricts
like-Barisal, Noakhali, Conlilh
ard Chandpur. 'lhe best way r(,
removal o[ povrlly ii a balarcd
udlization of [-.ltionxl inconrc
and ernploynenl. l more
ircreas€ in per capila inco e

does not drlinc a devehpnl Dt.

l'hc Middlc-c:rst cou tri(,s l:afl
never bc lenned is dc!tk)l)l'(l
for the lack ol r{luitxhlr dis[i
bulion of incomr ercn if 1r'r
capila itrconic io lho:'r
counlries is vr|} high. S(, if lhr
removrLl of quolx s1,rftnr in tht'
emplo)rnent seckll is undedrk
en all efforts oftltrelopnrcnt $ill
not be successhrl. As a rtsult of
quota-renloval. the gorcrnrntnt
will be in trorrbl,to rn({ t overlll
unresl crcitcd lrnong. peoph'
because o[ rcgiortitl discrintira
tion in (he empklrorent seclor

II is clrltr frort thc (liscu\-
sion abovc dlat if the pl:n for
removin8 quola s) ilcm in thc
employment srctor is inplr
mented, we will face obstlclc in
removing discriminalk)n
among reSions which will af((l
poverty eradicaton programnrc
very badly Ve know nrost of
our people arc poor and tlir
realization o[ dre governn]ent ij
nol up lo (.xpecrllon. 'l he Bov'
emmenl will not succ(,cd in
removing poverty by lakiql
rarious progrmures. Ihal is
why employmcnt opporlunili('t
should ht crcatcd :urd :rrr

equilable distribuli(,n of
income should bc eosurrd. lilr
$is district quot s) iicm musl
be kepl unchurgcd. If dre ioh
quoa is removed, povenv cra(l-
icalion progrimme \r'ill firil
which nohrdy ,Lspires. lJ
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rrrt'rrl progranrmes slrould be
uken accordingly.

ln reccnt limes it has boen
published in newspapers that
somc are of fte opinion that
quota s)stem in governmenl

iobs should b€ remoYed. out o[
()4 districts in,. Baogladesh
ll:u isal; Noakhdi,,Coetlh and
{lhxndIUr ,are in ltudinl
l)osit,(rn in respect of compe-
l(,rt,r shown in ioh nlarkd.
lk'si(lcs, le&st developed and

abroad. So hccausr of removal
of qrota s:f,-tem, people fronr
Jessore, l(ushria, (hulna,
greater Sylhet and Sreater
(lhittagong arc not alfectcd
much. But people of no(hem
districts, greater Mymcnsingh
alld grealer Faridpur will sntrcr

tomlpoYeny.'l'lu cfon, il i$ ol)vkxrs lhat
pcople of ltarisal, Norkhali,
Cl:mdl)ururd (irnilla will lx,
h{'ncfitcd dur lrr removal of
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